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Be a slave to your 
heritage. Learn (from it) 

before you legislate. 
 

Datuk Seri Lim Chong Keat 



 

 

ICOMOS 
Facts and figures (May 2017): 

10,100 Individual Members in 153 countries 
320 Institutional Members 
110 National Committees 

28 International Scientific Committees 

ICOMOS is a global non-governmental organization 
dedicated to the conservation of monuments and 
sites. 
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Its mission is to promote the conservation, 
protection, use and enhancement of 
monuments, building complexes and sites. It 
participates in the development of doctrine 
and the evolution and distribution of ideas, 
and conducts advocacy. ICOMOS is an 
Advisory Body of the World Heritage 
Committee for the implementation of the 
World Heritage Convention of UNESCO. As 
such, it reviews the nominations of cultural 
world heritage and ensures the conservation 
status of properties.  

Its creation in 1965 is the logical outcome of 
initial conversations between architects, 
historians and international experts that 
began in the early twentieth century and 
that materialized in the adoption of the 
Venice Charter in 1964. In light of numerous 
studies, conferences, symposia and 
discussions led by its National Committees 
and International Scientific Committees, 
ICOMOS has gradually built the philosophical 
and doctrinal framework of heritage on an 
international level.  
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ICOMOS is a network of experts that benefits 
from the interdisciplinary exchange of its 
members, among which are architects, 
historians, archaeologists, art historians, 
geographers, anthropologists, engineers and 
town planners. The members of ICOMOS 
contribute to improving the preservation of 
heritage, the standards and the techniques 
for each type of cultural heritage property: 
buildings, historic cities, cultural landscapes 
and archaeological sites.  

Activities: 
! Organize and manage expert missions 
! Counsel UNESCO on cultural properties to 

be included on the World Heritage List 
! Report on the state of conservation for 

properties already listed 
! Reach specialists by means of wide 

distribution of quarterly newsletter 
‘ICOMOS News’ 

! Publish scientific journals & organize 
symposiums 

! Manage the ICOMOS Documentation 
Centre Database  
 
 

www.icomos.org 
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It forms part of the ICOMOS international 
network of multi-disciplinary professionals 
involved in the conservation of tangible and 
intangible Heritage. ICOMOS Malaysia is an 
independent organization, which acts as a 
national and international link between 
public authorities, institutions and individuals 
involved in the study and conservation of all 
places of cultural heritage significance. At a 
national level, the Committee serves as a 
forum for discussion and information 
exchange, nationally and internationally, on 
matters of doctrine and of technical, legal 
and administrative practices, affecting the 
conservation, restoration, rehabilitation and 
enhancement of monuments, groups of 
buildings, and sites.  

The ICOMOS Malaysia National Committee 
represents ICOMOS’ interests at the national 
level, and our members’ views within the 
international network. Our membership is 
made up of government servants, 
academicians, private practitioners and 
heritage enthusiasts. We engage our 
members in national and regional initiatives.  
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ICOMOS Malaysia is a channel through 
which local individual specialists could 
take part in ICOMOS' international 
activities including, for example, specific 
missions entrusted to ICOMOS by UNESCO. 

Our remit is to: 
! Provide a forum for those involved in 

the conservation of cultural heritage in 
Malaysia 

! Encourage contact between heritage 
and conservation professionals on 
specialist and general issues 

! Work for higher standards in the 
conservation of cultural heritage 

! Play a leading role in implementing the 
World Heritage Convention within 
Malaysia and in promoting best 
practice in managing Malaysia’s World 
Heritage Sites 

! Provide links with the international 
network of ICOMOS members 

! Promote international best practice 
through events, seminars and 
publications while encouraging a wide 
understanding of the scope and value 
of cultural heritage 

ICOMOS Malaysia was registered on 27 August 2013 
under Section 7 of the Societies Act 1966. 

ICOMOS MALAYSIA 
Facts and figures (Dec 2017): 
72 Individual Members  
3 Institutional Members 
18 Associate Members 

 
www.icomos-malaysia.org 
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The International [Scientific] Committees (ISCs) are the vehicles 
through which ICOMOS brings together, develops and serves its 
worldwide membership according to fields of specialized 
interest. ICOMOS MALAYSIA Scientific Committees are to be at 
the heart of the country’s scientific inquiry and to share 
knowledge among them to foster a multi-disciplinary approach 
to heritage protection and management, in fulfillment of the 
goals of ICOMOS. 
 
List of International Scientific Committees: 
International Committee on Analysis and Restoration of 
Structures of Architectural Heritage (ISCARSAH) 
! International Committee on Archaeological Heritage 

Management (ICAHM) 
! ICOMOS-IFLA International Committee on Cultural 

Landscapes (ISCCL)  
! International Committee on Cultural Routes (CIIC) 
! International Cultural Tourism Committee (ICTC) 
! International Committee on Earthen Architectural Heritage 

(ISCEAH) 
! International Committee on Economics of Conservation (ISEC) 
! International Committee on Energy and sustainability (ISCES) 
! International Committee on Fortifications and Military Heritage 

(IcoFort) 
! International Committee on Heritage Documentation (CIPA) 
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! International Committee on Historic Towns and Villages 
(CIVVIH) 

! International Committee on Interpretation and Presentation 
(ICIP) 

! International Committee on Intangible Cultural Heritage 
(ICICH) 

! International Committee on Legal, Administrative and 
Financial Issues (ICLAFI) 

! International Committee on Mural (wall) Paintings (ISCMP) 
! International Committee on Places of Religion and Ritual 

(PRERICO) 
! International Polar Heritage Committee (IPHC) 
! International Committee on Risk Preparedness (ICORP) 
! International Committee on Rock Art (CAR) 
! International Committee on Shared Built Heritage (ISCSBH) 
! International Committee on Stained Glass (ISCV) 
! International Committee on Stone (ISCS) 
! International Committee on Theory and Philosophy of 

Conservation and Restoration  (Theophilos) 
! International Training Committee (CIF) 
! International Committee on Underwater Cultural Heritage  

(ICUCH) 
! International Committee on Vernacular Architecture (CIAV) 
! International Wood Committee (IWC) 
! International Committee on 20th Century Heritage (ISC20C) 

ICOMOS  
International 
Scientific 
Committees   
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The ICOMOS Open Archive: Eprints on Cultural Heritage is a 
subject and institutional repository in the field of heritage 
conservation (historic monuments, landscapes and sites). This 
archive is an institutional archive with the aim of storing all the 
scientific documentation produced by ICOMOS. This repository 
will hold all the documents published by the Organization in 
the past. In addition, all future publications and proceedings 
organized by ICOMOS will be held in the repository.
 
It is also a subject archive open to the rest of the international 
scientific community in the field of historic heritage 
conservation. Research institutes, organizations, universities 
and individual researchers involved in the conservation of 
cultural heritage and related fields, whether members of 
ICOMOS or not, are encouraged to make use of and 
contribute to the archive. The ICOMOS Open Archive project 
has been developed by the UNESCO-ICOMOS 
Documentation Centre which is part of the ICOMOS 
International Secretariat in Paris. 
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ICOMOS Documentation Centre launched its collaborative 
photo bank, ICOMOS Photobank in 2013. Around 2500 images 
of various types of cultural heritage properties from around the 
world are already in display in the ICOMOS photobank.  
 
Members are encouraged to share images with ICOMOS and 
take part in the documentation of our global heritage. 

 

ICOMOS  
Photobank 
 
 

ICOMOS 
Open Archive 
 
 

http://openarchive.icomos.org http://www.icomos.org/en/mediatheque  



 

 

World Heritage Sites  

 

World Heritage brings together 
exceptional cultural sites that 
belong to all humankind. ICOMOS 
is one of the three formal advisory 
bodies to the World Heritage 
Committee, and is in particular 
responsible for the evaluation of all 
nominations of cultural and mixed 
properties against the basic 
criterion of ‘outstanding universal 
value’ and other criteria as 
specified in the Convention. The 
role of ICOMOS MALAYSIA in the 
nomination process is to support 
the work of ICOMOS, in relation 
with the State Party and the expert, 
and to provide background 
technical advice when requested.  
 
Cultural & Natural World Heritage 
Sites in Malaysia include: 
! Gunung Mulu National Park, 

Sarawak (2000) 
! Kinabalu Park, Sabah (2000) 
! Melaka & George Town, Historic 

Cities of the Straits of Malacca 
(2008) 

! Archaeological Heritage of the 
Lenggong Valley, Perak (2012) 

 

Heritage@Risk &  
ICOMOS MALAYSIA 
Heritage Watch 
 
The ICOMOS Heritage@Risk reports 
aim to identify threatened heritage 
places, monuments and sites, 
present typical case studies and 
trends, and share suggestions for 
solving individual or global threats 
to our cultural heritage. ICOMOS 
MALAYSIA is invited each year to 
provide short reports outlining risks 
in their country or area of expertise 
including case studies through the 
Heritage Alert process.  
 
The initiation of the ICOMOS 
MALAYSIA Heritage Watch hopes to 
promote the conservation of 
cultural heritage and draw 
attention to the threats which it 
confronts and to promote good 
conservation solutions. Members 
and the public are encouraged to 
alert ICOMOS MALAYSIA on sites 
and buildings that are viewed to 
be at risk. 

International Day of 
Monuments and Sites  
18 April 
 
International Day of Monuments 
and Sites (also known as World 
Heritage Day) was established on 
18 April 1982 to celebrate the 
diversity of heritage throughout the 
world. 

Together with other ICOMOS 
National Committees, ICOMOS 
MALAYSIA celebrates the event 
annually through various kinds of 
activities and programs. 

The annual ICOMOS MALAYSIA 
Children Art Competition and 
World Heritage Lecture coincide 
with the celebration. 

We welcome proposals from 
potential partner organizations to 
hold events and programs for 
World Heritage Day. 

 

OUR FOCUS 
 



 

 

Knowledge-Sharing 
Platform 

ICOMOS MALAYSIA presents its 
knowledge-sharing platform 
through its monthly Technical Talks 
& Sharing Sessions, open to the 
general public. Our Technical Talks 
present technical inputs by 
heritage experts from various fields, 
providing exemplary approaches in 
the historic environment, 
management and conservation. 
The Sharing Sessions facilitate 
opportunities for ICOMOS 
MALAYSIA members to share their 
experience or ongoing projects 
with the public.  

 

Children Art 
Competition

The ICOMOS MALAYSIA Children 
Art Competition aims to generate 
heritage awareness through the 
arts among the young. The annual 
event coincides with the 
International Day of Monuments 
and Sites 18 April celebrations. The 
event takes place in Kuala Lumpur, 
Melaka and George Town and 
aims to eventually hold one in 
every state within the next 8 years.  

 

Online Publications 

Scientific papers, charters and 
studies shall be published from time 
to time. All our publications will be 
made available on the ICOMOS 
Open Archive. 
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Membership of ICOMOS Malaysia is open to a wide range of 
professional disciplines concerned with the management 
and protection of cultural heritage property including 
(though not limited to) archaeologists, conservation 
architects, building archaeologists, landscape architects, 
town planners, engineers, historians, heritage property 
managers and heritage administrators. This includes staff from 
government agencies, NGOs, local authorities, independent 
consultants and people who contribute to heritage 
conservation in a voluntary capacity.  
 
Individual                                                                    RM 280/year 
Any individual professionally involved in the conservation of 
Malaysia’s cultural heritage with at least three (3) years 
experience. This includes a full international entitlement. 
 
Young Professional                                                    RM 180/year 
Any individual under the age of 30 who are professionally 
involved in the conservation of Malaysia’s cultural heritage. 
This includes a full international entitlement. 
 
Institutional                                                                RM2000/year 
 Any institution involved in the conservation of Malaysia’s 
cultural heritage. This includes a full international entitlement. 
 
 

2

Associate                                                                       RM50/year 
Any individual who supports the aims and work of ICOMOS 
but who are not professionally involved in conservation or 
who lack the necessary experience. Full international 
entitlement excluded. 
 
Student                                                                       RM50/one off  

(for duration of full time undergraduate study) 
Any undergraduate level student registered as full-time 
students in a recognized university program for the duration 
of their undergraduate study.  Full international entitlement 
excluded. 
 
Honorary 
This is awarded by the Executive Board to people who 
support the aims and work of ICOMOS while not taking part in 
the professional activities of the organization. This category 
does not include a full international entitlement. 
 
All Individual, Young Professional and Institutional members 
will be registered on the ICOMOS Experts Database, which 
provides opportunities for professional cooperation between 
members and other National Committees. In addition to the 
ICOMOS Malaysia card, they will each receive an ICOMOS 
card, which entitles them to full international privileges. 
 

Membership 
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International Entitlements 
 
! Participation in an international professional network 

(expert meetings, professional workshops, scientific 
exchange, training programs) 

! Possibility of participating in the triennial ICOMOS General 
Assembly 

! Possibility of participating in National and International 
Scientific activities 

! Access to information on international conference and 
seminars 

! Discounts on selected publications 
! Free or reduced admission to many heritage sites and 

museums world wide 
! Priority access to the services of the International 

Secretariat and to the UNESCO-ICOMOS Documentation 
Centre 
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National Entitlements 
 
! Participation in a national professional network (expert 

meetings, professional workshops, scientific exchange, 
training programs) organized by ICOMOS MALAYSIA  

! Possibility of participating in ICOMOS MALAYSIA Scientific 
activities 

! Access to information on national conference and 
seminars  

! Discounted tickets/admission fees to ICOMOS MALAYSIA 
programs 

! Subscription to ICOMOS MALAYSIA’s online news and 
updates via email 

 
 

Entitlements 
 



 

 

  

ICOMOS MALAYSIA 
PAM Centre, No. 99L, Jalan Tandok, Bangsar, 59100 Kuala Lumpur 

T: +603 2202 2866 | E: admin@icomos-malaysia.org 

www.icomos-malaysia.org 

Icomos Malaysia 

icomosmalaysia 

linked in/icomos-malaysia 

MyICOMOS 

 


