
SEKOLAH MENENGAH KEBANGSAAN RAJA PEREMPUAN KELSOM (KING’S 
PAVILION), KUALA KANGSAR 
 
 
LOCATION – BUKIT KERAJAAN, KUALA KANGSAR, PERAK 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Sekolah Menangah Kebangsan Raja Perempuan Kelsom was formally built as 
a Residence house for Sir Hugh Low, the 4th Resident of Perak in the 
Federated Malay States.  
 
Architect Aurthur Benson Hubback renovated it to its current design in 1906. 
Three other Residents of Perak, Frank Sweethanham, William Teacher and J.P. 
Rogers lived it in.  After the Second World War it was used as an Office, then 
as a Malay College Boys hostel and finally as it stands today, the Government 
English Girls School of Kuala Kangsar, renamed Raja Perempuan Kelson in 
1970 by the Late Sultan Idris the second in honour of his mother.  
 
The buildings retain the Residence house, the main Kitchen, the Stables and 
ancillary buildings. Not only that, the site still retains a Gasoline Street Lamp 
post, an arcade with Timber roof trusses connecting the Stables to the house, 
a double storey Lobby entry with cross beam construction, a central wooden 
staircase, timber decorative skirting, wide and heavy cornices and mid height 
timber wall panelling to some rooms, a fanlight metal glazed framed 
doorway, other decorated timber doorways, bay window veranda, Doric 
columns around the building and Ionic columns internally. 
 
It is Historically, Socially and Aesthetically significant.  
 
It is historically significant as it was a house for the Federal Malay States 
Residents for the State of Perak. It was designed and built by well-known 
Architect AB Hubback in 1906. It is a111 years old building in mostly original 
condition. 
 
It is aesthetically important as it shows Victorian revival style of classical 
architecture in Malaysia.  This school holds a wealth of historical heritage 
items from 1906. For example, the Adam style of 1770 – 1800 is seen with the 
rounded mouldings over Arches, doorways and windows on the front and 
external facade, which are simplified Gothic forms. It also shows Renaissance 
inspired decorative work around entrance porches, central staircase, 
windows, cornices, skirting and timber panelling.   
 
A doorway with a Georgian style wide fanlight with delicate metal glazing 
bars is also present along with numerous other doorways and arches with 
decorative architraves. It was a period in the Victorian era called the ‘battle 
of styles’, which was classical style mix with Gothic as mentioned above. It 
also has a simplified Front pediment over the Entrance porch roof. 
 
Columns have a refined Doric order outside and Ionic order inside the 
building.  



The whole building displays a sense of Elegance and Dignity. The flat roof and 
balustrade of the flag room at the top of the building shows the Victorian / 
Edwardian style.   
 
The raised flat floor of the building shows the Palladian influence of ‘dignity’. It 
has a Grand interior but simpler than the overly decorative Victorian style 
which was going out of fashion during King Edwards time. Built during the 
reign of Edward the seventh, the internal decoration was honest and 
simplified.  
 
The Kitchen and Stables are placed on either side of the Residence house on 
a lower serviceable level. It is a more purpose built building showing strength 
and authority. 
 
It is Socially significant on account of the value placed on it by the State of 
Perak and the Sultan of Perak, his descendants and the entire community of 
Kuala Kangsar associated with it since it was built.  
 
The original owner of the site was Che Midah, a wealthy Malay women whose 
photos and history memorabilia still exist in the school. Then in 1878 to1906 it 
was owned by the Federal Malay States, as a house of the FMS Residents, 
followed by the Malay College boys hostel and now a local Secondary 
School until today.  
 
There are two book already written on the usage of this building, one by ex 
Malay college student,Tan Sri Omar bin Ibrahim titled ‘ The King’s Pavilion 
Kuala Kangsar and another on  Sekolah Raja Perempuan Kelsom’s first 
headmistress ‘Down Memory Lane with Mrs N.C. Partridge’ by Author, former 
student Nuraizah Abdul Hamid. A set of measured drawings on the existing 
building is also included with this submission although more documentation 
work is required (school is closed for repairs) by ex-student Thaljit kaur Dhillon a 
UNSW Graduate Architect.  
 
 
Description 
A substantial and largely intact Mid - Edwardian Public building with grounds.  
 
Elements relating to the period of occupation by Sekolah Menengah 
Kebangsan Raja Perempuan Kelsom include: 

1. The Main Building, a two story Edwardian style mansion with verandahs, 
a double height main entry lobby with a central wooden staircase 
flanking two sides to the upper story with cross beams ceiling 
supported by stucco ionic columns, decorative doorways and timber 
panels etc.  
The main building is raised above the ground, is approximately 40 
meters long and 30 meters wide and15 meters high. It is horseshoe 
shaped. It also has a flag room and balcony on the rooftop. It has 
Doric columns and rounded arch decorative moldings around all 
windows. Internally all doorways have decorative architraves around, 
with fanlight moldings on top of doorways. The central staircase has 
decorative timber balustrading and timber post. Also decorative 



timber columns are a part of this. Victorian timber brackets support the 
Eaves on the West side of the building. Bay window verandah on the 
eastern side over looking the Perak river and the eastern sun. 
Some green stain glass windows remain. 
 

2. Kitchen with 2 chimneys joined by a flat roof to the house/school. 
 

3. Stables and additional buildings for the Stable Master and Hands as 
well as a Timber roof truss arcade which joins the Stables to the Main 
building. 
 

4. A Timber Guardhouse. 
 

5. A Gasoline light lamppost and others. 
 

 
Integrity of the Building 
 

1. Main House: Low, Interior lacks painting and cleaning, timber wall 
paneling needs painting. Most of the heritage items are covered by 
Schoolwork. Mostly done in a haphazard manner therefore does not 
blend in with the building. Classroom floorboards on the upper floor 
need care and upkeep. Electrical wiring needs organization. Exterior, 
painting has been over done. External paint is flaking. Gutter and 
downpipes need attention and repair. Pediment bargeboard needs 
urgent replacement. A building frieze is required all around the 
building under the eaves. It is missing in some areas. 
 

2. Kitchen : Medium, reused as Staff room, the building needs repainting, 
flats roof connection to main building needs urgent gutter and 
downpipe replacing and cracks patched up. Most internal walls 
remain intact. 
 

3. Stables: Only the building external structure remains, internal alterations 
done to make them into classrooms, all original points of entry and 
doorway remain. Timber columns supporting arcade roof remain and 
need painting. Courtyard needs soft landscape. 
 

4. Guardhouse: High, needs repainting. 
 

5. Gasoline Lamppost: Medium. Lantern is not there anymore. Needs 
painting showing signs of rust. 
 

 
This report is jointly written by Ar Rosli Mohd Ali, a former Malay College Kuala 
Kangsar student and Mrs Thaljit K Dhillon, a former SMK Raja Perempuan 
Kelsom student. Both work in the Architecture Profession and are members of 
the Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM), Heritage Conservation Committee.  
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